
5:30 PM
Virtual doors open 
Meet & Mingle

Renate Shearer Award      
Presentation 2021 

6:00 PM

Welcoming Remarks
Aleem Bharmal, QC, CLAS Lawyer 

Traditional Territorial Welcome 
Elder Doris Fox 

Reflections & Memories of 
Renate Shearer 
Patsy George, Honorary Director of UNAC, 
Vancouver Branch

Recipient Introduction and Award     
Presentation to Cindy Blackstock, PhD
Laura Track, Human Rights Clinic Director 

Acceptance Speech
Cindy Blackstock, PhD

Closing Remarks
Jacqui Mendes, CLAS Executive Director 

PROGRAM

 

To join online: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83763953662 

To call in, please dial: 
+1 204 272 7920 OR 855 703 8985 
(Toll-free)
When prompted, dial 
the Meeting ID: 837 6395 3662

5:30 PM
Virtual doors open 
Meet & Mingle

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83763953662


A member of the Gitxsan First Nation, Cindy is honoured to serve 
as the Executive Director of the First Nations Child and Family 
Caring Society and a professor at McGill University’s School of 
Social Work. 

She has over 30 years of experience working in child welfare and 
Indigenous children’s rights and has published more than 75 
articles on topics relating to reconciliation, Indigenous theory, 
First Nations child welfare and human rights. 

Cindy was honoured to work with First Nations colleagues on 
a successful human rights challenge to Canada’s inequitable 
provision of child and family services and failure to implement 
Jordan’s Principle. This hard-fought litigation has resulted in 
hundreds of thousands of services being provided to First Nations 
children, youth and families. 

She recently served on the Pan American Health Commission 
on Health Equity and Inequity and fundamentally believes 
that culturally-based equity is fundamental to meaningful 
reconciliation. 

Cindy is frequently sighted in the company of the Caring Society’s 
reconciliation Am-bear-rister, Spirit Bear, engaging children in 
meaningful actions to implement the TRC Calls to Action. 

Cindy Blackstock, PhD


